
A Brief History of ETOPIM
Electrical Transport and Optical Properties of 

Inhomogeneous Media

ETOPIM is the premier international society for scientists researching all 
aspects of the science of Composite Materials. Twelve ETOPIM conferences 
have been organized since 1977, on a regular triennial basis since ETOPIM3,
but with a one year delay for ETOPIM12, due to Covid.

The list of past venues follows. These conferences have provided a unique forum 
for experimentalists and theorists to get together and advance our understanding 
of the electrical transport and optical properties of inhomogeneous media.



The Inaugural Meeting: Ohio State University, 1977 



Etopim Meetings before 2002

Etopim Proceedings before 2002

• Columbus, Ohio, (USA 1977), Jim Garland, Jan Korringa, Robert Mills, David Stroud, 
and David Tanner

• Paris (France 1988), Jacques Lafait, and David Tanner
• Guanajuato (Mexico, 1993), Ruben Barrera
• St. Petersburg to Moscow (Russia, 1996), A.M. Dykhne, Andrej Lagarkov, and Andrea Sarychev
• Hong Kong (China, 1999), Ping Sheng



Chairpersons: 
Graeme Milton and Ken Golden

ETOPIM6: In the mountains of Utah!



ETOPIM7: Beautiful 
Sydney Australia

Etopim Association Founded by 
Ross McPhedran, First President

Chairperson: Ross McPhedran

Ross McPhedran
designed the Landauer
medal with the figure
on the Lycurgus cup
on one side.



ETOPIM8: Exotic Rethymnon, Crete, Greece
Conference Chairpersons: 
Maria Kafesaki and Costas Soukoulis

Inaugural Landauer
Medal awarded 
posthumously 
to Rolf Landauer



Chairpersons: Stefan Enoch and 
Sebastien Guenneau

ETOPIM9: Spectacular Marseille!

1st competitive award of 
the Landauer Medal goes 
jointly  to David Bergman 
and Graeme Milton.

Graeme Milton becomes the second 
president of the association.



Chairpersons: David Bergman, Valentin 
Freilikher, and Yakov Strelniker

ETOPIM10: Close to the heart of Jerusalem! June 2015

Landauer Medal awarded
jointly to Vladimir Shalaev
and Costas Soukoulis



Chairpersons: Vladimir Mityushev and Natalia Rylko

ETOPIM11: In the heart of historical eastern Europe!. July 2018

Landauer Medal awarded 
jointly to Ross McPhedran
and Ping Sheng.

David Bergman becomes the third president of the association.

Dedicated to Ross McPhedran on the 
occasion of his 70th Birthday



Landauer Medal awarded 
to Hui Cao and Ad LagendijkChairpersons: Muamer Kadic

and Vincent Laude 

ETOPIM12: In Besancon: Science and Citadel. July 2022



Chairpersons: Andrea Alu and Emil Prodan 

ETOPIM13: In the big apple, New York, New York
To be held in 2025. 


